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Editor’s Note,  May 2023 

 
 

  Every effort has been made to identify all AHS graduates who have died in military 

service during the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam Eras.  Names of the fallen listed 

at the Agawam Veterans’ Green Memorial have been crossed referenced to the AHS 

Data Base containing the names of all AHS graduates from 1924 – 2022. 

 

Further research will be undertaken to provide biographical information on all those  

listed on the Agawam Veterans’ Green Memorial whose stories have yet to be told. 

 

Please email any comments, suggestions or corrections to lscherpa@comcast.net 

 
                      Lawrence Scherpa 

                     (AHS  ’65) 

 

                             

                        To all Veterans, thank you for your Service! 

 



                          On Memorial Day we remember and honor all of those  
                                who died in military service to their country. 
 

         The intention of the following pages is to remember and honor those 
                                                
                 Agawam High School graduates  
                                         who died while in military service during  
                the World War II Era, the Korean War Era, and the Vietnam Era. 
 

Though these young men died over 50 years ago,  
                                  even the most recent of AHS graduates 
                            have some common shared experiences with them – 
 
       walking the same halls, sitting in the same classrooms and auditorium, 
                       Graduation Day, The Prom, The Sachem, The Mirror, 
               The Kid Party,  “Brownie” Athletics, Drama and Music, Orange and Brown, 
                    “Joyous and Ever Loyal…”The West Side Rally, and, of course,  
                                                  the West Side Game. 
 

                            More than mere forgotten names on a plaque,  
              images and high school data of each remind us of the lives they lived, 
 the loved ones they left behind, and their relative youth when they died. 
 
 
        We must always remember and honor their sacrifice 
                                         We thank all veterans for their service. 
 
 
      
 
 
 
All information in this compilation is taken from readily available public documents – 
Agawam High School Yearbooks, The Springfield Daily News, the Springfield Union, 
the Springfield Republican, the Vietnam Wall Memorial, The Agawam Veterans Memorial, 
and various Veterans websites. 
 
                                              Section 1  -  an Overview 
Section 2  -  Contemporary Accounts  -  newspaper articles, Yearbook                                                             
                                           and other additional information 



           Section 1 
             An Overview 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             

 

 

 

Veterans’ Green Memorial Park, Agawam 



                AHS Graduates / Died in Service During World War II Era   

  

                  Goss,  Frank    Elm Street          AHS Class of  1933  

                                                                             2nd Lt. Frank Goss / United States Army 
                             
                                                   Evaded capture in Bataan but later captured in Corregidor, Philippines 
                                                                    Prisoner of War of the Japanese  from 1942 – 1944 
                                                                      

 Prisoner transport ship sunk  enroute to Japan 
                                                                                    KIA  WWII – 24  Oct  1944      ( 30 years old) 
 
 
 

  Brady, Joseph John, Jr.          Adams Street               AHS Class of 1938 
 

           
1st Lt.    Joseph  John Brady, Jr.     

                                                                                United States Army Air Corps 
 
                                                                           Pilot – awarded Air Medal for Service in North Africa / Italy 
                                                                         

                         Serving as a flight instructor when he was killed in mid-air collision in South Carolina
                

                                                      DNB  WWII – 13  Nov  1944        (24 years old) 
   
 

                 Goodhue, Elmer Joseph              150 Walnut Street       AHS Class of 1940

  

             Cpl. Elmer J. Goodhue                                                                         

 United States Army     

Killed in “Exercise Tiger”, Slapton Sands, England                                                                             
                                    
                                                                                     KIA WW II  - 28  April  1944    (22 years old) 
                                                                                                             
 

         Brusseau,  Philip Henry           North Street       AHS Class of 1941 
 
      
                                                                                             1st LT. Phillip H. Brusseau 
                                   United States Army Air Corps 
 
                                                                                          B 17  Co - Pilot – 8th Air Force / England 
 
                                              Just weeks after being promoted to 1st Lt,  
                                                                                   he died of wounds suffered in an air crash. 
                                                                                               
                                                                                      DNB WW II – 23  Oct  1944    (21 years old) 



 

     Magiera, Julian   106 Moore Street AHS                 AHS Class of 1943 
    

           
Cpl. Julian Magiera 

                                                                                 United States Army Air Corps    
     
     Training as an aerial gunner, died in crash of  
                  B-24 Liberator Bomber in Tucson, Arizona   
                                                                                         

          DNB  WW II  - 30  Nov  1944      (20 years old) 
                     

 

             Hackett, Charles      Leonard Street       Left Class of  ’43 prior to  
                                                                                                            graduation to join the Army 

  Pfc. Charles Hackett 
 United States Army 
 

       Blainville sur Leau, France 
              KIA 8 Nov 1944    (19 years old) 
                                       

  Pfc. Hackett was not a graduate because he chose to leave early specifically to join the      
                                   armed forces.  Future research will attempt to identify other servicemen  

                               who attended AHS and died in military service. 
 
 

                               AHS Graduates / Died in Service – Korean War Era 
 
 

               Pohner , William           North Westfield Street        AHS Class of 1943 
 
     Captain William  Pohner / United States Air Force 
 
                                                                                   Pilot – 18th AF / 428th FBS 
               Awarded Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Medal 
              for service during WWII and Korea 
     
       F -100 Super Sabre Jet he was piloting crashed on takeoff at Cannon AFB, New Mexico 
              He was pulled from the wreckage alive, but died of his injuries the next day    
                                                                                     DNB – 24  Oct  1957     (33 years old) 
 
 

 Hobbs,  Clement  B.                95 Carr Avenue                 AHS Class of 1953 
                                                                                            
                                               Cpl. Clement B. Hobbs                                                                                                   
                     United States Marine Corps 
 

 After serving a year in Korea as a Marine Corps Engineer 
   he was assigned to Camp Pendleton, California 
       where he died in an auto accident 
                                                        
                                                                           DNB  17 July 1955      (21 years old) 



 

                      Agawam Graduates / Died in Service – Vietnam War Era 
 
 

Gallerani, Lawrence  A.           61  Oak Hill Avenue     AHS Class of  1955   (SC President) 
   
     Lt. Lawrence A. Gallerani  (DDS) 
              United States Naval Reserve / Dental Corps 
    
    Days after spending a week at home on leave in Agawam 
                                                    Dr.  Gallerani  was killed in the crash of a military transport aircraft 
        enroute to his new assignment in Manila, Philippines. 
 
      DNB  11 May 1964  - Vietnam Era   (26 years old) 
 
 
 

                                

           Connelly,  Edward W. Jr.  “Ned”                28   Federal Avenue  AHS Class of 1961 
 
      Captain Edward W. Connelly Jr.  
                    
                                       United States Marine Corps Aviator 
                                                    Awarded the Silver Star (posthumously) for 
   for bravery trying to save the lives of fellow Marines 
 
                                          On a medivac mission the CH 46 helicopter he was piloting 
                                                                                            was downed by enemy ground fire – 
                             he survived the impact but was killed in the ensuing fire fight. 
 
                              KIA   5 May  1968 – Vietnam    (24 years old) 
 
 

 
 

Meade  Michael               252 Silver Street         AHS Class of 1963 
 

                                                   
        Petty Officer 2C / Corpsman Michael Meade 

                                                             
                                               United States Navy 

 
    Awarded Bronze Star and Purple Heart 
                                                      assisting wounded while under enemy fire 
                                                                                                          in Vietnam  

 
                   After tour of duty in Vietnam he was reassigned to the United States -- 
                                           He was killed in an auto accident in New Hampshire 
    
                            DNB  27 July  1968  / Vietnam Era   (23 years old) 
 
 

 



 

                     D’Amato, Paul             105 Rowley Street          AHS Class of 1967 
 
          Spec 4  Paul J. D’Amato 
             United States Army / 101st Airborne Division 
 
            Killed by “friendly fire” two hours before the start  
                                                                             of a scheduled Christmas cease fire 
 
         KIA   24  Dec  1970  Vietnam  (21 years old) 
 
 
 
 

Moynahan, John J.    140 Autumn Street          AHS Class of 1970 
 
          Spec 4   John J. Moynahan 
            United States Army / 9th Cavalry Division  
 
        Gunner aboard a UH 1H helicopter on a troop insertion mission. 
    Helicopter crash killed all aboard 
                                          
           KIA     17  Mar  1972    Vietnam  (21 years old) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

                                                                  
 

 
 
 

                World War 1, Korean War Era, and Vietnam War Era Plaque 
 
                         Veterans’ Green Memorial Park, Agawam 
 

 
 



                    Section 2 – 

      Contemporary Accounts 

 

                World War Two Plaque 

   Veterans’ Green Memorial, Agawam 

 
 
 
 



  Goss,  Frank       Elm Street          AHS Class of  1933  
 

 
 
 
 

           2nd Lieutenant, Army 
             228 Signal Ops. Co. 
 
 
                         Evaded capture in Bataan but later recaptured in Corregidor, Philippines 
                                                     Prisoner of War of the Japanese  from 1942 – 1944 
                                                          
                                                      Prisoner transport ship sunk  enroute to Japan 
                                                                   KIA  WWII – 24  Oct  1944    (30 years old) 

 
 
       Springfield Republican        Springfield Republican  

            April 21, 1942, p. 3                      August 8, 1942, p.18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Goss,  Frank    Elm Street          AHS Class of  1933  
 
 
                After three years of uncertainty for the Goss Family…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     2nd Lieutenant Frank Goss is listed in the Manilla American Cemetery as MIA 
 
 
 
  



             Brady, Joseph John, Jr.          Adams Street                           AHS Class of 1938 
 

 
 
 
    
    1st Lieutenant 
    Army Air Corps 
 

     
                                                            

 
                    Pilot – awarded Air Medal for Service in North Africa / Italy 
                                                                         
            Serving as a flight instructor when he was killed in mid-air collision in South Carolina 
                                                   

                                                        DNB  WWII – 13  Nov  1944        (24 years old) 

 
 
      
                                  Springfield Republican 

       October 17, 1944  p. 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



     Brady, Joseph John, Jr.  Adams Street                           AHS Class of 1938 
 
 

                        Springfield Union     August 18, 1949   p. 22 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
               Brady Village, originally a Veterans’ housing project in Agawam, 
                                                  named in his honor. 
 
 
 



Goodhue, Elmer Joseph              150 Walnut Street                     AHS Class of 1940 
 

 
 
 
 
               Corporal 
      389th Quartermaster 
 Truck Company 

                    Killed during “Exercise Tiger” maneuvers 
                                                                    Slapton Sands, England 
                  
                                                          KIA WW II  - 28  April  1944     (22 years old) 

 
                                                                                                     Springfield Republican 

                          May 20, 1944  p. 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Though not stated in the newspaper article at the time for security reasons,  

Elmer Goodhue was one of 749 American soldiers and sailors killed in “Exercise Tiger”, a 

large scale, live fire training exercise which took place at Slapton Sands, Devon, England 

on April 27 and 28, 1944 in preparation for the upcoming D Day landings.  Command and 

control breakdowns among Allied forces led to friendly fire incidents and unexpected 

attacks by German torpedo boats led to the high number of casualties for a training 

exercise.   

Lessons learned during “Exercise Tiger” contributed to the success of                                

                             the D Day landings on June 6, 1944. 

 

Elmer Goodhue’s name is commemorated on the “Exercise Tiger” Memorial at Torcross, 

England.  He is buried at the Cambridge American Cemetery in Coton, England. 
 
 



  Brusseau, Philip Henry           North Street          AHS Class of 1941 
 

 
 
 

     1st Lieutenant 
       8th Air Force 
   303 Bomb Squadron 

                                                
                                                             B 17  Co - Pilot – 8th Air Force / England 
                                                           Just weeks after being promoted to 1st Lt.  
                                                          he died of wounds suffered in an air crash 
                                                                                                
                                                                  DNB WW II – 23  Oct  1944     (21 years old) 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 Springfield Republican     Springfield Republican   

  November 7, 1944  p.2       November 18, 1944 p.4 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His body was returned from England in 1949 for 

internment at the Woodlawn National Cemetery 

at Elmira, N.Y. 

 
 
 
 



M        Magiera, Julian   106 Moore Street AHS                 AHS Class of 1943 
 

    
 

 

                   Corporal 
            US Army Air Force 
 

                       While training to be an aerial gunner 
            he died in crash of Liberator Bomber in Tucson, Arizona 
                                                             
                                                           DNB  WW II  - 30  Nov  1944      (20 years old) 
 

       Springfield Daily News                                Springfield Daily News 

       December 1, 1944  p. 1, 16             December 9, 1944  p. 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

“The Senior class of Agawam High School attended in a body.” 

For many years after his death, the Julian Magiera award given to the outstanding                                                                                   
                                          Member of Student Council at AHS. 



 

 Hackett, Charles  Leonard Street       Left Class of ’43 prior to  
           graduation to join the Army* 
 Photo taken from 1944 AHS Yearbook honoring 
 The 18 servicemen who left AHS prior to graduation 
             to serve in the armed forces after December of 1942 
 
 
                                              Pfc.  United States Army 
 
 
                                   *This document highlights graduates of Agawam High School who died in    
                                  military service. 

  
         Pfc. Hackett was not a graduate because he chose to leave early to join the      
   armed forces.  Future research will attempt to identify other servicemen  

who attended AHS and died in military service. 
 
                   KIA 8 Nov 1944 
                                      Blainville sur Leau, France  (age 19 years old) 

 
 

 Springfield Daily News            Springfield Republican 

  December 5, 1944  p.13     March 26, 1944   p. 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
                             

                              Springfield Daily News 

               December 22, 1944  p.2 
 

 

 

 



               Pohner, William           North Westfield Street        AHS Class of 1943 
 

 

 

  Captain  

   United States Air Force 
                        
                                 Pilot – 18th AF / 428th FBS 
Awarded Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Medal with  3 Oak Leaf Clusters 
                          for service during WWII and Korea 

       

            Entered the Army Air Force on July, 1 1943 following graduation from Agawam High School. 
            Successfully completed 7 months cadet training before graduating as a navigator. 
                     Flew 25 combat missions with the 8th Air Force on B24 aircraft, 15 as group lead 
                                              navigator and 2 as wing lead navigator. 
       
                      F -100 Super Sabre Jet he was piloting crashed on takeoff at Cannon AFB, New Mexico 
        He was pulled from the wreckage alive, but died of his injuries the next day    
                                                                                              
                                                                        DNB – 24  Oct  1957        (33 years old) 
 

 

 

 

   

    

 

    

    



H       Hobbs,  Clement  B.                95 Carr Avenue             AHS Class of 1953 
                                                                                                          

    

                               Corporal, U.S.M.C.  

                                                  After serving a year in Korea as a Marine Corps Engineer 
                    he was assigned to Camp Pendleton, California 
                           where he died in an auto accident. 
                                                        
                                                                                DNB  17 July 1955    ( 21 years old) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

For many years after his death, the Clement Hobbs Award presented to outstanding AHS football lineman. 



              

            

Gallerani, Lawrence  A.       61  Oak Hill Avenue     AHS Class of  1955   (SC President) 

 

 

 

           Lieutenant 
     Navy Dental Corps 
 

               Days after spending a week at home on leave in Agawam 
          Dr.  Gallerani  was killed in the crash of a military transport aircraft 
                        enroute to his new assignment in Manila, Philippines. 
 
                       DNB  11 May 1964  - Vietnam Era    (26 years old) 

 

                 Springfield Union   May 12, 1964  p.1                          Springfield Daily New 

                                May 12, 1964  p.21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gallerani, Lawrence  A.       61  Oak Hill Avenue     AHS Class of  1955   (SC President) 

 

Springfield Daily News    Springfield Daily News 

   May 13, 1964  p.4                                                                  May 19, 1964  p. 16 

 

  

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

          

          

          

   Springfield Daily News 

       May 16, 1964  p. 3      

          

          

     

         

         

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

         
 
 
 



Connelly,  Edward W. Jr.  “Ned”                28   Federal Avenue          AHS Class of 1961 
 

 

      Captain,          
       U.S.M.C. 
 

                  United States Marine Corps Aviator 
              Awarded the Silver Star (posthumously 
           for bravery trying to save the lives of fellow Marines 
 
  On a medivac mission the CH 46 helicopter he was piloting 

                                                                            
                                                                   was downed by enemy ground fire – 
     he survived the impact but was killed in the ensuing fire fight. 
 
               KIA   5 May  1968 – Vietnam   (24 years old) 
               

Springfield Daily News     May 8, 1968   p.1 

      

        

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

              

              



Connelly,  Edward W. Jr.  “Ned”          28   Federal Avenue          AHS Class of 1961 

    

                Springfield Daily News  Springfield Daily News 

                       May 10, 1968, p. 4                  May 21, 1968  p. 3 

                  

     
     

     
     
     
     

        
              
              

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

    
               
          

                                      Captain Edward “Ned” Connelly Memorial  
                               at the entrance to Agawam High School 
                                  honoring all who served in Vietnam. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

                                                                      The Captain Edward W. Connelly Jr.  
     Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
      located at the entrance to AHS  

 
 
 
 

 
 
        

                    Captain Connelly’s Silver Star citation reads in part … 
 
        

    “As the section leader of a flight of two CH-46 Helicopters assigned an emergency medical evacuation 
mission in support of a friendly unit… Captain Connelly  was advised  that two groups of Marines had 
been pinned down for fifteen hours within 150 meters of enemy positions and had sustained casualties.  
 
Realizing the seriousness of the situation, Captain Connelly unhesitatingly commenced his approach to 
the fire swept landing zone and immediately came under a heavy volume of accurate fire. With 
complete disregard for his own safety, he skillfully landed his aircraft in the hazardous area and 
expeditiously embarked several Marines.   
 
Although his helicopter was under intense hostile fire, he fearlessly elected to extract the second group. 
   
Upon making his approach the aircraft sustained serious damage from enemy fire and crashed in a rice 
paddy.  Rapidly exiting the burning helicopter, he maneuvered to a nearby position where he was 
mortally wounded while awaiting a rescue helicopter.   
 
His bold initiative and sense of concern for the welfare of his comrades inspired all who served with him.  
                                 
                                  By his courage, superior airmanship, and selfless devotion to duty  
                             Captain Connelly upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps…  
 
 
           He gallantly gave his life for his country.” 

 
      

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meade  Michael               252 Silver Street         AHS Class of 1963 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

       Corpsman 2nd Class  

        United States Navy 
            

   

 

                                                           Awarded Bronze Star and Purple Heart 
                                                        assisting wounded while under enemy fire 
                                                                                        in Vietnam  
                              After tour of duty in Vietnam he was reassigned to the United States -- 
                                           He was killed in an auto accident in New Hampshire. 
    
                                   DNB  27 July  1968  / Vietnam Era      (age 23) 

 
 

Springfield Daily News    Springfield Union 
                July 2, 1968   p. 5                    July 27, 1968  p.74  

       

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

             
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 



          D’Amato, Paul             105 Rowley Street            AHS Class of 1967 
              

      

      

      

      

      

      

           

                                               

                     SP 4                                      
                                                         327th Infantry Regiment   

    101st Airborn Division  

 

 

Paul John D'Amato Jr. was born on January 11, 1949 and a resident of Agawam, MA. He 
was serving with the 2nd Platoon, Company A, 1st Battalion, 327th Infantry Regiment, 
101st Airborne Division in Vietnam. On December 24, 1970, just 1.75 hours before cease 
fire was to go into effect, he was holding a night defensive position in Thua Thien 
Province.  
                                             He was killed by a friendly artillery shell.    (age 21) 
  

                    

                                                           Springfield Union  December 30,  p.  1     

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

              

                     

                    Paul D’Amato wearing hat 

                                    

                          

          

 

 

 



 
Moynahan, John J.            140 Autumn Street    AHS Class of 1970 
      

           

 

                                      Corrections to articles below 
 

 John J. Moynahan is listed in the 1970 AHS Yearbook.                                                           
            He is buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery in Haydenville,  MA 
 

                                                                                                                                         SP 4 

F Troop, 9th Cavalry 

                                                                                                                    1st Cavalry Division 
                      Gunner aboard a UH 1H helicopter on a troop insertion mission. 
          Helicopter crashed into Dong Nai River killing  all aboard. 
 
                                                KIA     17  Mar  1972    Vietnam      (21 years old) 

 
 

 

Springfield Daily News             Springfield Union                                                                                                                                 

March 20, 1972  p. 6        March 20, 1972  p. 19 

 

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Other AHS related works by the Author 
 
AHS Gold Star Graduates / Those Who Died in Military Service During the World War 2, Korean War, and Vietnam War Eras 
 
“Joyous and Ever Loyal…” / A Data Base and Anecdotal History of AHS Graduates 1924 – 1922 
              The First Hundred Years 
 
“Sent to the Office” / A Data Base and Anecdotal History of AHS Principals and Superintendents  
                                                  The First Hundred Years 1924 - 2022 
 
“The Case for the Class of 1924” / Evidence confirming the first class at AHS, --the Class of 1924 
        The First 100 Classes  / 1924 – 2023 
 
 
 
Coming Soon 
 
                       A Data Base and Anecdotal History of the AHS Faculty 1924 – 2023 
   The First 100 classes – the First 101 years 
 
  A History of the Agawam – West Springfield Football Game 
           1924 – present 

 
 
              All are available in hard copy at the Agawam Public Library  -- now also available on the Library Website! 
                             Email lscherpa@comcast.com with comments, questions, suggestions and or corrections. 
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